Class Syllabus: Biology 2024
Instructor: David Maxey

Room 51
Text:  Inspire Biology  Biggs, Hagins, Holliday, Kapicka, Lunsgren, MacKenzie, Rogers, Sewer, Zike,  2020 McGraw-Hill Education
Course Goals:


1.  This course will introduce students to the biological processes, which occur, at the chemical and molecular level up to the organisms’ interactions and processes in the earth’s biosphere.  It will include the study of small microorganisms and large ecosystems and how living organisms function and interact with other organisms and their environment.

2.  Development of good lab techniques, including keeping a lab notebook / journal, and the use of the scientific method.

3.  To build a solid foundation of knowledge and understanding of general biological studies for students who will continue their education in the field of science.

General course outline:
1st Semester                                                                                            2nd Semester                                                                                              
Module 1  The Study of Life



           Module 8    Cellular Energy
Module 2  Principles of Ecology



           Module 9    Cellular Reproduction and Sexual Reproduction
Module 3  Communities, Biomes, and Ecosystems                               Module 10  Introduction to Genetics and Patterns of Inheritance
Module 4  Population Ecology



           Module 11  Molecular Genetics 
Module 5  Biodiversity and Conservation                                              Module 12  Biotechnology 
Module 21  Animal Behavior and Diversity / Lesson 3                         Module 13  The History of Life

Module 6  Chemistry in Biology                                                            Module 14  Evolution
Module 7  Cellular Structure and Function                                            Module 15  Primate Evolution

 (Note: Course outline may be changed or amended at any time as the instructor sees fit.)

Materials required for each class period:

1.  Pencil, Highlighters, Three-ring notebook, and loose-leaf paper. 

 2.  Single subject Spiral notebook for notes and journal.  (Pages will not be torn from this notebook.) 

3.  Chromebook and Ear-buds for computer (recommended)

4.  Textbook:  It may be accessed on-line or checked out. 
Grading:                                                                            Approximate weight of scores:

A    =  100 – 93%                                                                 Tests                                                     50%

A-   =  92 -90%                                                                     Quizzes                                                20%

B+  =  89 -87%                                                                     Labs


           20%
B    =  86 – 83%                                                                    Homework / Notebook / Journal         10%
B-   =  82 -80% 
C+  =  79 – 77%

C    =  76 – 73%

C-   =  72 – 70%

D+  =  69 -  67%

D    =  67 -63%

D-   =  62 – 60%

F     =  59 – 0%

This scale will be used for all grades.  Your grades will be posted online and should be checked for accuracy

 Academic dishonesty:

  The result of academic dishonesty on a test, or any other assignment, will result in a grade of zero being posted for that assignment and notification of your parents or guardian.  Plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty. Writing assignments should credit all sources used. 
Attendance and Missed Assignments:

1. All assignments will be collected at the beginning of class on the day they are due.  No late assignments will be accepted.
2.  Students with excused absences will be allowed to make up missed work upon returning to class.  If you miss (X) number of days you will have (2X) number of days to hand in missed work.   If you are absent the day an assignment is due or a test is given you are responsible to turn in the assignment the day you return to class, and for a test you can come in the following morning before 7:00 AM and take it before class.  

 3. Acquiring missed notes and papers is the responsibility of each student.  It is your responsibility to keep your notebook current.

4. Assignments are posted daily on the class calendar on our website.

5. Students with unexcused absences will not receive credit for missed work.  

Class participation:

     Class time will be comprised of lecture, labs, lab-notebook/ journal, group activities (in and out of class), fieldwork, reviews of scientific articles, and group discussion.  Group interaction and individual input is expected and will be a portion of your grade.

     Students should read the assignments prior to class-time and should formulate questions they may have in their notes for the day of lecture and discussion. 

Lab safety / health:

     Throughout the year we will use various lab equipment, chemicals, and plant and animal specimens (live and preserved).  All safety procedures and proper laboratory techniques will be followed at all times.  If you choose not to follow these rules the result will be your removal from that lab and a grade of zero will be recorded.

Lab equipment and chemicals should not be touched until instruction on the handling and proper procedures have been given.

Any mistreatment or disrespectful treatment towards any of the animal specimens (Dead or Alive) will result in your removal from the class.

You will be charged a fee for all broken or damaged items.

Lab Notebook:

     It is your responsibility to keep your Lab Notebook current, being that it may be collected for review at any time.  That means all entries such as the table of contents, journal entries, notes (IN - CER / THROUGH/ OUT - CER), vocabulary, and labs should be updated at the completion of each assignment.

Websites:

This site has the daily calendars for all class assignments, lecture notes, and other interactive links.

     http://maxeyscience.weebly.com/
